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A Final Face-Off With the Press

President Bush was by turs defensive and conciliatory in his last White House news conference. He stood beh
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Obama
Seeks

Rest of
Bailout

Request for Funds
Meets Skepticism
On Capitol Hill

By Lort MoxNTGOMERY
and Davip Cao
Washington Post Staff Writers

President-elect Barack Obama
yesterday launched an aggressive
campaign to persuade a deeply skep-
tical Congress to permit him to
spend another $350 billion to stabi-
lize the still-fragile U.S. financial sys-
tem, as the Bush White House for-
mally notified lawmakers of Oba-
ma's intention to use the money.

Obama began calling lawmakers,
promising to respond to their in-
tense criticism of the financial res-
cue program by expanding its scope
to aid struggling homeowners, small
businesses and others. His top eco-
nomic adviser, Lawrence H. Sum-




